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Welcome back. 
A very big welcome back to everyone after the summer holidays and a special welcome to all the new families that have joined us at the Nursery this term. It has been great to see so many children (and parents!) arriving with lovely smiley faces since we opened last week and for those children who have found it a little harder to settle we’d like to remind parents that it may take a week or two but it will get better very soon- we promise! 

If you feel you need any help and assistance with anything whilst your child is attending the Nursery please do speak to any member of the Nursery Team. All matters are treated in the strictest confidence and if the person you speak to can’t help you, they’ll find someone else on the team who can!

Topic
We have an exciting term ahead and for the first half-term our topic will be ‘All about me’ focusing on the children, their families, where they live and what they like to do.  We do place our weekly plans on the notice board in the cloakroom so if your child doesn’t want to tell you what they’ve been up to you can get some ideas of the activities they could be doing from looking at this. We hope this helps!

Outside covered area
Over the summer holidays work was started on developing a further outdoor area at the back of the Mini Mulberry Room. This decked area will provide us with a covered play area, especially useful as the weather gets wetter. We will be talking to the children over the coming weeks to get some ideas of the equipment they would like to have access to in this new play area. Once the building work is completed (hopefully in the next few weeks) we’ll get straight out and start using it.

Shopping vouchers
Once again a very big thank you to all of you who collected Sainsbury’s and Tesco vouchers for us last term. We had our new resources delivered last week which included a musical percussion set, lots of balls of various sizes, mathematical resources and small world toys. We are thrilled with all that we managed to purchase with the vouchers and are sure the children will get much pleasure using them this year and for years to come!

Staff Changes
We are sad this term to say goodbye to Mrs Susan Slape who has been working at the Nursery for many years. We would like to wish her well in her new career and say a big thank you for all the hard work and effort she has put in throughout her time with us. We will be advertising for a replacement Nursery Assistant in the coming weeks but in the meantime we have employed Mrs. Stacey Collington-Mears who will be starting with us next week.
Storage Containers 
Just a reminder- if your child brings a dummy into nursery you need to provide a suitable container in which to place the dummy when not in use for hygiene reasons. Many thanks for your help with this.

Dropping off and collecting your child.
Please can we remind all parents to be prompt when dropping off and collecting children from the Nursery. This is especially important during the lunch time sessions when staff have other duties they need to be attending to. Consistantly being late to collect your child may result in a charge.

A final reminder for parents/ carers of children who are due to start school in September 2012- You need to apply for the school you would like your child to attend by 15th January 2012. You can do this online at the Dorset County Council website www.dorsetforyou.com.

Dates for your diary:-
Autumn Term 2011

Tuesday 11th   October – Committee Meeting 7pm in the Nursery.  All parents and carers are invited to join us at these meetings to assist in the running of the Nursery.

Friday 21st October –INSET  Day/ Nursery Closed.
Monday 24th – Friday 28th October  - Half Term Holiday. 
We will be holding Parent / Carer Consultation sessions after Half Term -date to be confirmed later. 
Friday 16th December - Last Day of Term.

SPRING TERM  2012

Tuesday 3rd January - First Day
Monday 13th – Friday 17th February – Half Term Holiday
Friday 30th March – End of Term

SUMMER TERM  2012

Monday 16th April – First Day
Monday 7th May – Bank Holiday/ Nursery Closed
Monday 4th  - Friday 8th June - Half Term Holiday
Monday 11th June - INSET Day
Friday 20th July – Last Day of Term.

“Learning together is Fun”

The Nursery Team
Don’t forget to check out our website – www.sandfordstmartinsnursery.co.uk.
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